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Volunteer Celebration  
Dale Dodds  
Finding a Need and Filling It 
Jody Betten 
 
“Find a need and fill it.” “I was at the right place 
at the right me.” “Be open and willing.” 
“Crea ng space.” These are some of the ways 
Dale Dodds describes not only his Sunday  
morning Adult Class, but also his life.  

Dale is a person who is available to God, to bring 
love in many situa ons and in many ways  
depending on what is needed and what he has to 
give. When Jan, his spouse, got a job in Charlo e, 
Dale moved. When his uncle needed an  
employee, Dale took on the job. With special 
needs children, Dale and Jan have to be available 
in remarkable ways as parents. (Dale and Jan’s 
son died 11 years ago.) When an opportunity to 
bring people together for a conversa on about 
things that ma er on Sunday mornings, Dale 
stepped up.  

For 20+ years Dale has been facilita ng the 8am 
Sunday morning adult class. It’s more like a  
conversa on where the par cipants teach one 
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another. Dale simply provides fodder 
for the conversa on and then steps 
back. His ministry is to “sit and listen 

and let the rest discuss.” 

When someone in the class gets distracted 
from the topic at hand, Dale’s gently asks a 
ques on to bring them back. When some-
one is very quiet, Dale draws that person in 
by asking “What do you think?” When, in 
the conversa on, someone finds the an-
swer to a ques on that they have, Dale 
says, “I have done my job.” His frustra on is 
that some will not par cipate fully (or at all) 
because they are afraid of “how it will 
sound,” or what others will think. His joy is 
every week when people in the class par ci-
pate and everyone joins in.  

Dale’s source for the conversa ons are 
quotes from the magazine Bits and Pieces 
and passages from the Bible. Coincidentally, 
the bits and pieces of the quotes have o en 
fit nicely with the topic of my Sunday reflec on. Not surprising because, as Dale notes, “the 
spirit is always at work.” 

I am always inspired by Dale, whether it’s in the class or a random conversa on in the hall. He 
lives what he believes, that “life is an educa on.” There is always something worth capturing 
when Dale speaks.  

As the needs of Dale’s family increase and his own age catches up with him, Dale is stepping 
back from his leadership of the class.  

We are grateful for Dale’s faithfulness in gathering folks who have become an in mate, caring 
community filled with wisdom and curiosity. Thank you, Dale, for showing up, for seeing a need 
and mee ng it. May this new “re rement” be a blessing to you in ways that you have been for 
the Church! 

’  
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Giving Tree for January and February 
Monetary donations for United in Love project 
 
 

United in Love is a new project of the Michigan Confer-
ence United Church of Christ that partners with a com-
pany called RIP Medical Debt out of New York.  As the 
name implies, the company's sole purpose is to elimi-
nate medical debt.  The Michigan Conference acquired 
$4 million in Michigan medical debt that can be wiped 
out at 100:1 ra o, which means that for every $1 donat-
ed, $100 in medical debt is eliminated.  The goal is to 
raise $40,000 which will eliminate the total $4 million 
debt.  

The Mission Board is dona ng $1000 toward this pro-
ject and is challenging the congrega on to match it.   

Why purchase medical debt? (from the home page of 
RIP Medical Debt) Medical debt is a uniquely Ameri-
can injus ce.  It prevents millions from achieving finan-
cial stability and subjects them to emo onal anguish. The mission of RIP is to end medical debt 
and be…  

1) A source of jus ce in an unjust healthcare finance system 

$7,387,275,754 in medical debt relieved so far 

4,255,986 individuals and families helped 

Our unique and highly leveraged debt abolishment model combines the generosity of 
donors with debt industry exper se to produce a high volume of debt relief return, 
mi ga ng significant financial and mental distress for millions of people. 

2) A unique solu on for pa ent-centered healthcare providers 

51 Hospitals have relieved their pa ents' debts 

$0 collected on or sent to collec ons 
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Social and Environmental Schedule, Spring 2023 
 

Mission:  To educate our church and community on social and environmental jus-
ce issues and to advocate for those in need. 

 

All are welcome to join and par cipate in any of the jus ce ini a ves listed below.  Please 
contact those championing the topic that interests you. 

 

January Gun Violence Preven on Month Deana Rendel, Ramona Kime, 
  Mar n Luther King Junior Sunday Jody Be en 

 

February Black History Month Ron Field, Sandra Field 
 

March Women’s Equality/Reproduc ve Rights Caryn Hansen, Judy Johnson 
 

April Environmental Jus ce/Earth Month Ramona Kime, Amy Frost 
 

May  Mental Health Awareness Month Deb Cogswell, Stephanie Tighe, 
   Mary Kohmuench, Caryn Hansen 

 

June Pride Month Ramona Kime 

By partnering with us, health care systems can strengthen individuals and communi es 
by relieving dormant, uncollec ble, and damaging bad debts and can iden fy opportu-
ni es to refine their financial assistance programs to be er serve their communi es. 

3) A moral force for systemic change. 

About the Michigan Conference UCC Campaign – United in Love is a joint effort of the United 
Church of Christ colleagues across Michigan, along with our families, friends and ecumenical 
partners who are dedicated to the work of relieving medical debt for our neighbors. Our cam-
paign is focused on elimina ng medical debt for hundreds of families in Michigan and working 
together to translate love for our neighbors into ac on. 

When this goal is reached, debt relief recipients open the yellow envelope from RIP. They are 
told that their debt has been bought by a third party and erased with no strings a ached. 
They owe nothing on the debt and face no tax penalty.  

We are invited to be part of this effort to ease the burdens of Michiganders struggling with  
unpaid medical debt. If you have ques ons, please contact Rev. Dr. Diane Baker  
at betheluccwat@sbcglobal.net coordinator of the Michigan Conference Campaign.  

For more informa on please check out this website  h ps://ripmedicaldebt.org/ 

’ 

’ 
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Interfaith Power & Light:  
Ramona Kime, Social and Environmental Justice  

 

Interfaith Power and Light (IPL) is a na onal organiza-
on focused on helping houses of worship take bold and just 

ac on on climate change.  The Michigan Chapter alone (MIIPL) 
has over 300 member congrega ons across the state, including 
Charlo e Congrega onal UCC, represen ng more than 20 faith 
tradi ons and denomina ons. 

MIIPL’s mission is to inspire and equip people of faith to exercise stewardship of and love for 
all Crea on.  They “offer prac cal ways to put faith into ac on by promo ng energy efficiency, 
renewable energy, and other sustainable prac ces that lead to a cleaner, healthier, and more 
just world” (from MIIPL’s website).   

In 2021, the Capital Area Chapter of MIIPL was formed in Lansing, with a special focus on pro-
mo ng social jus ce aspects of environmental projects.  Ramona joined the Capital Area Chap-
ter as our church’s representa ve this past summer and par cipates in their monthly Zoom 
mee ngs.   

As a group, the Capital Area Chapter raised funds to purchase solar panels for the South Side 
Community Coali on in Lansing, a non-profit organiza on providing youth programs, senior 
programs, and health programs for their neighbors who are predominately people of color.  A 
new project involves working with the Ingham County Land Bank to kickstart the use of renew-
able energy for the first solar-enabled low-income housing project in Lansing.   

Members of our congrega on can play a part in these projects and oth-
ers, joining with other houses of worship to bring social jus ce into local 
environmental projects.  Details about how our church can help will be 
provided as the Land Bank project gets off the ground, hopefully in the 
next few months.  
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          Pastor’s Corner 
          Jody Betten 
 
 

I had an epiphany! Aha! I see what you mean! I saw the 
light! It was like a lightbulb came on!  

Remember an experience in your life when you saw  
something for the first me? When it suddenly became clear 
to you why things happen for you the way they do? Why you 
couldn’t do the thing you wanted to? What was unrealized, 
unknown, undiscovered, or unavailable in your life that was 
causing you pain or frustra on or anxiety or maybe simply, a new direc on? 

It took me several ministries before I realized that I was a good interim minister and that I liked 
doing this kind of ministry. It happened quite by accident when I was a se led minister but 
found myself doing the things that an interim does. Some mes lightbulbs go on like that when 
you don’t expect them. What you don’t know you are looking for comes into view.  

This is what it’s like to follow Jesus. The stories the Gospel writers capture are stories that  
encapsulate humanity’s journey. As we hear the stories, we become aware of who Jesus was 
and his way of life. Lightbulbs come on!  We have Aha! moments. We can adapt our own jour-
ney to similar priori es and values.  

Each me we hear the stories, we are in a new stage of life, facing new areas of growth and 
challenge. We interact with the stories in new ways. New insights open. New learning is availa-
ble. New habits and ways of being take shape. New meaning and values are explored  

and created.  

Epiphany is the church year season of shining a 
light on life, an appropriate me because we begin 
to experience longer daylight hours. The stories of 
Jesus’ ministry are focused on how he brought light 
into the world, fodder for Aha! moments in our 
own journey.  

It occurs a er the 12 Days of Christmas un l the 
season of Lent. During Epiphany, in the Gospel les-

sons recommended for each Sunday by the Lec onary, the stories and teachings of Jesus illu-
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minate the themes of his ministry. They are some of the Aha! moments the Gospel writ-
ers thought were important for the reader to know.  

They always begin with the story of the Wise Ones who journey from the East to see the one 
whose birth is indicated by a new star in the sky. Depending on the year, the stories may also 
include the ministry of John the Bap st, Jesus’ bap sm, calling the disciples, the tempta ons 
of Jesus, and some of Jesus’ teachings. The season of Epiphany always ends with Jesus talking 
to Moses and Elijah on the mountain surrounded by a bright light.  

Come along with us on this journey of new insights and Aha! moments. Prepare to be  
enlightened. Watch the light bulbs come on! Have an Epiphany! 
 

 

 

 

         Shameless Promotion 

  Jody Betten 

 

Jesus, A Life  
by Daniel Plasman 
 
Many of you have commented on my spouse, Dan’s recent 
sermon; how much you appreciated his presenta on and 
what he had to say. I agree. Dan is an excellent preacher, 
theologian, and companion on the journey.  
 
Which is why I am shamelessly promo ng his book, Jesus, a 
Life - Daily Reflec ons on the Gospel of Luke. The book is con-
veniently divided into 365 readings, one for each day of the 
year. They are wri en for the average person. Those who 
know something about the Bible or Luke, will gain deeper 
understanding. Those who know nothing about either will 
find a star ng place that encourages faith.  
 
If you want to listen for more of Dan’s wisdom, gleaned from 35 years of professional pastoral 
study and ministry; this a book worth considering. It’s available on Amazon, but also from Dan 
for $6.00 and no shipping!  

’ 

’  
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    The Shape of Adult Education 
  Caryn Hansen with Jody Betten 
 
 

New Year. New goals.  New opportunity. 
 
With that in mind and con nuing the conversa on that began in October, the educa on team 
offers an opportunity to rethink and help define the shape of adult educa on in our church. 
 
To prime the conversa on, Pastor Jody asks the following provoca ve ques ons: 
 

· When on life’s journey did your faith grow? Why did it grow at that me? 

· When on life’s journey did your faith wane?  Why at that me?  

· What environment is most conducive for learning for you?  

· What do you think, if you knew more about it, would strengthen your faith?  

 
Please join the conversa on on Sunday, January 8 and/or 15 at 8am in the Library as we will 
consider these ques ons and more.  
 
(If you are not able to a end at those mes feel free to send Pastor Jody an email with your 
thoughts to pastor@uccCharlo e.org) 

 
 



 

Still Speaking January 2023 9 

                 From Running to Revelation, the First 90 Years 
            Curt Scott, Tuesday Night Class 
 
 
January 10  − February 15 
 
Tuesday Night Bible Study will explore what happened immediately following the execu on of 
Jesus by Roman order.  We’ll begin with Peter running as the cock crowed, and end with John 
banished to the Isle of Patmos. In between, sober people see the risen Jesus and are  
transformed. They create the first Chris an wri ngs.  
 
Besides persecu on, what did following Jesus mean to the first two genera ons, within the 
context of the Roman Empire?  How did they follow Jesus?  From Mary Magdalene wai ng at 
the tomb to and the word was made flesh and dwelt among us, will be the topic for January,  
divided into 6, easily diges ble slices.   

 
 

Blanche Moyer Circle, Back: Mary Normand, Chris Reist-Rush, Dyna Lehman, Barb Anderson, Amy 
Krizek. Front: Pam Rinckey, Eileen Harrison, Judy Johnson, Diane Sowle, Joyce Boggs, Myra Bruce 
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    Keeping our Kids Safe through Gun Safety 

    Ramona Kime, Social and Economic Justice 

 

 

(from “Be SMART”, a campaign launched by Everytown for Gun Safety 
(BeSmartForKids.org)) 

 

Secure firearm storage is an essen al part of home safety.  With more guns in more homes 
due to an unprecedented surge in gun sales over the past two years, it’s more important than 
ever for parents and caregivers to know how secure storage protects children.  During the 
Covid-19 pandemic, there has been a rise in uninten onal shoo ngs by children and gunfire on 
school grounds.  And in 2020, gun suicide among children ages 17 and under reached the  
highest rate in more than 20 years, and firearms became the leading cause of death among 
children in the United States.  Storing firearms securely can help prevent these tragedies and 
keep kids safe.   

Did You Know? 

4.6 million children in America live in homes with guns that are both loaded and  
unlocked. 

Every year, 350 children 17 and under gain access to a firearm and uninten onally 
shoot themselves or someone else—some mes fatally. 

Nearly 700 children 17 and under die by suicide with a gun each year. 
 

 
Safety is Always an Adult Responsibility 
 
Kids will be kids, so it’s always an adult’s  
responsibility to keep children safe.  Always  
assume that curious or impulsive kids may find 
and touch an unsecured gun, even if they’ve 
been told not to.  If a child handles a gun, a bad 
decision can quickly become a fatal one.  Be 
SMART adults protect kids by making sure all 
guns are stored securely, which means they are  
inaccessible to kids, and by making sure that 
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children are never in the presence of unsecured guns.   

Our Story 

Everytown for Gun Safety launched the Be SMART campaign to take 
ac on to promote responsible gun ownership and reduce child gun 
deaths.  The campaign focuses on educa on and awareness about 
child gun deaths and secure gun storage.  Be SMART volunteers  
encourage parents and caretakers to “Be SMART” and take these 
five simple steps to help prevent shoo ngs by children: 

Be SMART 

Secure all guns in your homes and  
vehicles; 

Model responsible behavior around guns;  

Ask about unsecured guns in other homes; 

Recognize the role of guns in suicide; 

Tell your peers to Be SMART. 
 

What Can You Do? 

It’s simple.  Spread the Be SMART message.  
Talk to your friends and family about the  
importance of secure gun storage and get the 
word out in your community.  Volunteers all 
over the country are available to deliver a  
20-minutes presenta on en tled “Be SMART: 
A conversa on about kids, guns, and safety” to 
local groups and organiza ons.   

Visit BeSMARTforKids.org to learn more and 
download resources.  When it comes to kids’ 
safety, we’re all in this together!   

’ 
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Art Extravaganza - Fun, Food, Fellowship, Friends, Family 

Caryn Hansen, with Sandra Field, Art Ministry Team 

 

 

Building on the November success of Bowling Pin 
Santa and Bowling Pin Snow People (not forge ng 
Deb’s Bowling Pin GrinchJ), the Art Ministry Team is 
entering into 2023 with new direc on - once a 
month social crea vity nights! 
 

All are invited to set aside one Friday night a month 
for an evening of fun, food, and fellowship.  We are 
encouraged to invite friends and family to join. All 
Supplies will be furnished. Cost will be announced 
a er the first of each month. 
 

Please watch the news le er (S ll Speaking), the weekly program, weekly emails, the church 
calendar, Sunday morning announcement slides, and social media (Facebook/Instagram) posts 
for addi onal informa on.  To help them choose which projects that everyone would like, they 
may even ask a few ques ons on the back of the Welcome cards. 
 

As she zooms into 2023, Sandra announces that the first 3 months are lined up with these 
dates and projects. 
 

January 13    ART EXTRAVAGANZA – Choose one or mul ple projects:  
 

· Pour art - Pour paint onto canvas to canvas to create a masterpiece 

· Trash to Treasure - Create  from trash in your bag. Turn your junk into 
something beau ful  

· Color, Color - Color your stress away using pencils pens or paint 

· Stamping - Stamp to create cards or other crea ons 
 

February 24     Tie Dye Art 
 
March 24           ZENTANGLE 

 
Says Sandra, “We look forward to seeing everyone!” 
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Martin Luther King Day performance 

Ramona Kime, Social and Environmental Justice Committee 

 

 

Madelyn Porter, storyteller and actress 
January 16, 2023, 7 pm 

Church Sanctuary 
 
Madelyn Porter, an actress in the Detroit area, will be  
performing “Life is Fine: A celebra on of life through the 
literary works of African Americans.”  This musical  
performance will include literary works of many African 
Americans, including the Reverend Dr. Mar n Luther King, 
Jr, Langston Hughes, Ossie Davis, Nikki Giovanni, Georgia D. 
Johnson, Black folklore, Margaret Walker, and more. 
 
Some of you may remember Madelyn’s performance as  
Sojourner Truth at our church in 2021.  She has been telling 
stories since she was able to speak.  She has worked as a 
professional storyteller/actress for the past forty years and 
is a member of Actor’s Equity Associa on.  Currently she performs historical reenactments and 
story-living at the Detroit Historical Museum, The Henry Ford/Greenfield Village, Troy Histori-
cal Village, and is lead instructor for Michigan Opera Theatre’s Create and Perform Outreach 
Program.  She also writes and creates stories on commission.  In 2019, Madelyn was awarded 
the Kresge Ar st Fellow through the Kresge Arts in Detroit.   
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Movie & Discussion 

Ramona Kime, Social and Environmental Justice Committee 

 

 
“The Color of Care” 
Sunday, February 5, 2023 
11:30 AM, Annex 
 
Discussion Leader: Chiquita Berg, MD, MBA 

 
For Black History Month, Social and Environmental Jus ce is streaming “The Color of Care”, a 
2022 documentary which chronicles how people of color suffer from systemically substandard 
healthcare in the United States, with a pressing focus on how the Covid-19 pandemic shed light 
on the tragic consequences of that inequity. Execu ve Producer, Oprah Winfrey, and the 
Smithsonian Channel teamed up on the mely project, which traces the origins of this systemic 
inequity to prac ces that first emerged during slavery in the United States.   
 
Joining us in a discussion a erward will be Chiquita Berg, MD, MBA.  Dr. Berg is a Black OB/GYN 
and healthcare administrator who is passionate about exposing and working to fix the  
inequi es in our healthcare system.  (She is also Ramona’s sister-in-law!) 
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Prequel to a Poem  
Adam Droscha, poet, student intern, pub theologian, musician, writer, he/him/they 

 

 

Maybe it's just an inevitable part of ge ng older, but increasingly I feel that faith (not religion, 
or beliefs, or even spirituality, but faith) is about having a stable foo ng for life's journey.  
 
'Founda on,' I think, is actually a more accurate depic on than ‘stable foo ng’ because we can 
lose our foo ng a lot in life (a LOT), yet somehow there's always something, or somewhere new 
to stand upon and recollect ourselves.  
 
'Founda on' is s ll a tricky word, however.  
 
When some religious people say founda on they o en mean something like, "All other  
religious/spiritual founda ons will lead you astray, but fortunately my religious/spiritual foun-
da on is the one that is COMPLETELY right and never failing."  
 
When I say founda on for faith, however, I mean that faith is the ongoing knowledge and  
wisdom that God is with us. How God appears, how we experience God, and the religious (or 
nonreligious) medium through which God reveals Godself, well, that could be anything. But 
faith is the knowledge, the hope, and the reckless assurance that no ma er who we are, or 
where we are on life's journey, God welcomes us to be where we are — the holy ground —
 which is where God already is.  
 
I wrote this poem (the one of the following page, I mean), more or less, with that idea in mind. 
I wrote it when I was reflec ng on my life and how I can now see that I was always sustained 
by some presence, or some sure founda on even at the mes I felt most alone and most  
despairing, or when I didn't feel God at all. 
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Ground as My Witness 
By Adam Droscha 

 
 

I felt the ground beneath me s ll, 

Something deeper and firmer than my will, 

Suppor ng me in all I did not know, 

Holding all that was behind me and everywhere to go, 

Though I trembled, low I shook, 

The ground beneath me I could look 

Was always present and steady there, 

Whether aflame or awash, with fruit or bare, 

I could know the ground as stable companion, 

Rising to mountain and giving way to canyon, 

It held my hopes and knew my dreams, 

Led them to meadows and fed them streams, 

And whether I ran, whether I stood, 

The ground was beneath me in sad and good, 

Ground as my witness, ground as my God, 

To the ground I will return, this ground I trod. 

A
 P

O
E

M
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                     New Members Information Session 
            Jody Betten 
  

 

What does it mean to join the Church? Why would I want to join the Church? Why not simply 
a end and enjoy the benefits?  

Church membership means different things for different churches and various denomina ons. 
This class will be an opportunity to explore the unique ways the First Congrega onal United 
Church of Christ views membership. We will compare and contrast with other churches in our 
denomina on and in other denomina ons.  

We’ll briefly explore:  

· what it means to be part of the United Church of Christ 

· what it means to be a progressive Chris an 

· How this denomina on and theological orienta on compare to others like Catholic  
or Bap st 

· what the Bylaws of this par cular church say about membership 

· the process to become a member 

· the benefits of membership and the responsibili es.  
 

But most importantly, we’ll listen to our faith journey for how the 
Spirit has led us here and what our ques ons are for encourage-
ment and support in the next phase of our journey.  The journey is 
most joyously taken together. So, be prepared to be nurtured even 
in this conversa on about what might be next for you! (A endance 
at the Informa onal Session is not an obliga on to join.) 

Join us on Sunday, January 22 a er the morning service for lunch 
and a conversa on. Please indicate that you will be a ending by 
signing up on the Welcome Card in the Sunday Program or by emailing pas-
tor@uccCharlo e.org.  Thank you! 
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 Mission Moment 
 Mary Normand 
 
 
 

Happy New Year everyone.  When I look back on 2022 I’m amazed at what the Mission Board 
accomplished.  We would love more folks to be a part of this wonderful group.  We meet the 
third Sunday of the month in the large mee ng room of the annex.  Please come and check us 
out.  Our next mee ng is January 15. 

We had a successful winter coat project again this year.  One-hundred and two coats were  
donated or purchased.  Thank you to Meijer and Walmart for their generous financial  
dona ons and discounts. A huge thands goes out to Bill and Carol Yerkes for heading this up 
each year.  

We adopted 3 families this Christmas.  All the gi  requested tags were taken and people  
donated addi onal items.  Thank you to everyone who helped make this project such a  
success.  Those 3 families will be having a very nice Christmas. 

The Giving Tree for November was socks for the homeless.  One-hundred-fi y-one pair of adult 
and 6 pair of boys socks were donated.  Thank you everyone who donated to this project. 

Fes val of Trees was another success.  $2808 was made and donated to EFCC for boots for 
their clients.  It’s not too early to start planning for next years trees.  I have several I’m already 
working on.  A big Thank You goes out to Amy Frost for her hard work on this project and to 
her faithful helper Jeannine Sco . 

We donated $1000 from our special use fund to Helping Hands.  Food Banks are in great need 
of food and/or money at this me. 

In January and February our Giving Tree will be to support United in Love-RIP, a program to 
help pay off medical debt for people.  Please refer to Pastor Jody’s ar cle on page 3 for more 
informa on on this project.  The Mission Board is dona ng $1000 and we are challenging the 
congrega on to match that.  There will be something up front in the sanctuary showing where 
we are at in our goal.  Thank you to Chris Reist-Rush for designing something for us. 

Our Giving Tree in March is going to be a loose change collec on to purchase books for the 
Summer Reading program that Amy Frost runs so start saving your change. 

Stay tuned 
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Pastoral Search Committee 
Matt Slot 

 
 
Star ng the Search 

  

The Pastoral Search commi ee met for the first me on December 12. At the mee ng, Cheryl 
Burke from the Michigan Conference provided guidance on the Search and Call process, and 
the commi ee began by selec ng Amy Frost as its Chair, and delega ng other func ons to its 
members. A typical search process may take 12-18 months or more, and involve interviews 
with mul ple candidates.  

  

The first task will be to assemble the Local Church Profile, which provides poten al candidates 
with a snapshot of the church, both in objec ve terms (membership, demographics, organiza-
onal stucture, history, financials) and by describing who we are as a congrega on (what we 

believe, what makes us stand out, and what we have to offer a prospec ve minister). While we 
created an LCP for our previous search in 2019, much has changed since then, and we want our 
new profile to reflect that.  

  

Our next mee ng is scheduled for early January, and we’re hoping to complete the LCP by 
Easter. The search commi ee will provide regular updates on its progress, and may reach out 
to specific groups to gather informa on as needed. Thank you for your faithful support as we 
prepare for our church’s future. 



 

Still Speaking January 2023 21 

           Celebrations and Prayers 
    In prayer and celebration we keep one another near 
 
 
January Anniversaries  Bev and David Gardner 
 

Prayers 
 

The people of Ukraine 

Sara Jackson, con nued healing 

Neola Rendel, con nued healing 

Donna M. Johnson, healing 

Dennis Barne , healing 

Katherine and Dan Johnson, healing 

Dyna Lehman’s sister, healing 

Jan Dodds, healing 

Dyna Lehman’s brother-in-law, healing 

Shirley Ripley’s sister, healing 

Shirley Ripley’s daughter-in-law, safety 

Brenda and John Bly, healing 

Dawn Christensen family, comfort 

Maria Davis's father, healing 

Maria Davis, encouragement  

  

January Birthdays 

1 Carol Monroe 
3 David Frost 
 Ron Field 
14 Ion Roberts 
15 Amy Smith 
 Jan Shall 
 Brenda Bly 
16 Sarah Collick 
 Bill Yerkes 
20 Amy Slot 
21 Sarah Ripley 
 Vonda Stanton 
22 Todd Metz 
24 Duncan Sco  
 Anijah Englehart 
25 Amelia Johnson 
27 Rachel Harvi  
 Andy Smith 
28 Dawn Christenson 
29 Jeanne Reist 
30 Pham Nguyen 
31  Rylan Englehart 
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Leaders and Staff of the Church 

 

Council President  Amy Frost   Frosta@pennfield.net 
3rd Thursday, 6:30 pm 

Vice President   Curt Sco    Cur sJSco @hotmail.com 
Church Clerk   Barbara Anderson BarbaraF5543@icloud.com 
Financial Secretary  Don Johnson  DonJohnson106@mac.com 
Treasurer (Finance Team) Kathie Cook  crkfcook@hotmail.com 
Endowment Team  Mike Fulton  mjfulton@sbcglobal.net 
Congrega on At-Large  

Representa ve  Mary Kohmuench MTheoharis@gmail.com 
Buildings and Grounds  David Frost  Black_ice@a .net 
Business Team Leader   
Educa on Team Leader   

1st Sunday, 11:30 am 
Mission Team Leader   

3rd Sunday, 11:30 am  
Worship Team   Dennis Cates  DWCates55@yahoo.com 

Last Sunday, 11:30 am 
 

Staff 
Minister   Pastor Jody Be en  Pastor@uccCharlo e.org 
Director of Music  Ramona Kime   Ramona.Kime@gmail.com 
Student Intern   Adam Droscha  Adam.Droscha@gmail.com 
Communica ons  Caryn Hansen   Office@ucccharlo e.org 
Bookkeeper   Sher Brown   Office@ucccharlo e.org 
Child Educator   Sarah Cook  SCook@olivetcollege.edu 
Custodian    Rex Todd  Office@ucccharlo e.org 

 

S ll Speaking is the monthly newsle er distributed to members and friends of  
First Congrega onal United Church of Christ of Charlo e.  We welcome most  
comments and ar cles.   
 

Editor: Editor@ucccharlo e.org 
S ll Speaking monthly deadline is the 18th to inform us of intended ar cles.  
All ar cles are due on the 25th.  
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When We Come Together . . . 
 

Sunday Worship, 10 am In Person and on Facebook, @ucc48813 and website: ucccharlo e.org 

Faith Groups 

Adult Bible Study  Sundays, 8:00 am, Annex/Library  Open 
 
Godly Play (Children) Sundays, 10:10 am, Church/Floor 2  Sarah Cook 
       scook@olivetcollege.edu 
Prayer Group   1st & 3rd Thurs, 10:30 am, Pr. Rm.  Sandra Field  
       yourstrulycollec on@hotmail.com  
Prayer Shawls   1st & 3rd Saturdays, 9 am, Lounge   Amy Krizek   
       Mom_Krizek@hotmail.com   
Pub Theology   2nd & 4th Thursday, 7 pm, Riedy’s  Adam Droscha 
       Adam.Droscha@gmail.com  
Tuesday Night Study  Tuesdays, 6:30 pm, Annex/LMR  Curt Sco    
       cur sjsco @hotmail.com  

Music 

Senior Choir   Wednesdays, 7pm, Lounge,   Ramona Kime 
   September—May   Ramona.Kime@gmail.com 

 

Commi ees and Groups 

Art Commi ee  Mondays, 1 pm, once a month  Sandra Field  
       yourstrulycollec on@hotmail.com 
Blanche Moyer  2nd Monday, 6:30 pm   Judi Cates  
       JudithCates68@gmail.com   
Care Commi ee 1st Wednesday, 10 am   Pam Rinckey   
       rinckey1@hotmail.com 
Commons Comm. Times Vary    Ma  Slot    
       Ma Slot@gmail.com 
Communica ons  3rd Monday, 6:30 pm, Annex/smr  Ma  Slot   
Personnel Commi ee As needed    Terry Davis   
       tdavis@msu.edu 
Social and Environmental  
Jus ce Commi ee    2nd Sunday, 11:30 am   Ramona Kime  
       Ramona.Kime@gmail.com 
Women’s Group As needed   Mary Normand, DavidNormand@a .net 
       Rachel Harvi , rrharv4953@gmail.com 
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Still Speaking 
FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  
106 South Bostwick - Charlo e, MI   48813 
office@uccCharlo e.org  
www.ucccharlo e.org 

Office Hours  
Tues - Wed & Fri 9am - 2pm  
517 543 1310 
Worship Service 10 am 
Sunday In Person,  
Facebook & YouTube 

7 pm 
Madelyn 

Porter 

6 pm  
Art  

Extravaganza 

7 pm Pub 
Theology 
(Riedy’s) 

7 pm Pub 
Theology 
(Riedy’s) 

11 am  
Art Team 

7 pm  Class 

7 pm 
Bible 

Study 

11 am  
Art Team 

7 pm  Class 

7 pm 
Bible 

Study 

7 pm 
Choir 

Prac ce 

7 pm 
Choir 

Prac ce 

7 pm 
Choir 

Prac ce 

7 pm 
Choir 

Prac ce 

 Complete Calendar can be 
found at uccCharlo e.org 

10:30 am 
Prayer 
Group 

10:30 am 
Prayer Grp 

6:30  Church 
Council  

9 am 
Prayer 
Shawl 

9 am 
Prayer 
Shawl 

A er  
Church, 

Annual Mtg 

Annual  
W.  Fellowship 

Mee ng 


