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SƟll Listening 
MaƩ Slot, CommunicaƟons CommiƩee Chair 
 

Change can be hard.  
 

Moving away from the familiar, the comfortable, and on to new ground. That’s why, when we 
first started talking about renaming the newsleƩer, it wasn’t an easy decision. There’s history, 
there’s tradiƟon… and there was a name that not many of us could easily define, but that we 
all knew what it stood for. Thank you all for your thoughƞul and honest comments throughout 
this process. I want you to know that you’ve been heard. 
  
AŌer some soul-searching, some head-
scratching, and several rounds of feedback, 
we’ve selected a new name for the  
newsleƩer: SƟll Speaking. It’s a Ɵtle that  
invokes ministry and faith, and stepping into 
the new challenges facing our church. If we 
are to be “God’s Love in AcƟon,͟ then we 
need to listen to what God is saying. 
  
This last September, we rebuilt our website to 
beƩer serve our members and reach new  
audiences. StarƟng in January, we will refresh 
our branding, starƟng with the front page of 
our monthly newsleƩer. And as we move  
forward into ϮϬϮϯ, we will conƟnue to realize 
our message of good news and extravagant 
welcome in new ways.  
 

Please stay tuned! 
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SƟll Speaking    
Jody BeƩen 
 

We serve a sƟll-speaking God.   
 
This language is used regularly in the United Church of 
Christ to describe a God who didn’t quit communicaƟng 
to us when the Canon closed at the end of the book of RevelaƟon. This adjecƟve for God was 
popularized in the ad campaign of the UCC which began in ϮϬϬϰ. It is described in the excerpt 
from a sermon by Reverend Philip L. Blackwell, pastor of the downtown Chicago United MethͲ
odist Church, also known as the Chicago Temple, on June ϭϭ, ϮϬϬϲΎ: 
 
“God’s Comma͟ ;based on John ϯ:ϭ-ϭϳͿ  
 
“I am wearing a comma lapel pin that was given to me by my good friend and United Church of 
Christ minister, Chuck Wildman.  The comma is part of the most recent adverƟsing campaign of 
the UCC.  The punch line is, “Don’t put a period where God has put a comma.”  That’s a good 
line.  I asked Chuck who said that, which famous theologian.  He replied, “Gracie Allen.”  Some 
of us remember Burns and Allen.  Gracie Allen, wife of George Burns, at her theological best, 
“Don’t put a period where God has put a comma. God is sƟll speaking.” 
 
The television ads accompanying this adverƟsing campaign for the United Church of Christ were 
rejected by the major networks ʹ CBS, NBC, ABC, FOX.  “Too controversial,” some said.  “Too 
religious,” others judged.  Imagine, something religious being controversial.  What the video 
shows is a tradiƟonal church family siƫng in a tradiƟonal church.  A woman nearby struggles 
with a crying baby, the tradiƟonal family glares disapprovingly, and then they push an ejecƟon 
buƩon and the mother and crying child are jeƫsoned from the church.  Then the family ejects a 
poor person, a gay couple, and a Middle Eastern-looking man.  Finally, the voice over said, “God 
doesn’t reject people.  Neither do we.” 
 
The networks did not want anything that provocaƟve on television.  Imagine all that we see 
each day on the screen, and the message that God does not reject us is too much. 
 
The essenƟal truth of that spot is our point: God conƟnues to reveal new truths to us.  God  
conƟnues to build new communiƟes for us.  God conƟnues to reach out to us so that no one is 
leŌ out of the family of God.  So, let us not dare to put a period where God has put a comma. 
God is sƟll speaking.”  
 
Ύ The transcripƟon became available via Reverend Dr. Jane Fisler Hoffman, Illinois Conference 
Minister. 

, 
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AdXenV CalendaT 

 

b[ RQYan WilliamU 

He Yill cQme like laUV leaf’U fall. 

One nighV Yhen Vhe NQXembeT Yind 

haU fla[ed Vhe VTeeU VQ bQne, and eaTVh 

YakeU chQking Qn Vhe mQWld, 

Vhe UQfV UhTQWd’U fQlding. 

He Yill cQme like fTQUV. 

One mQTning Yhen Vhe UhTinking eaTVh 

QRenU Qn miUV, VQ find iVUelf 

aTTeUVed in Vhe neV 

Qf alien, UYQTd-UeV beaWV[. 

He Yill cQme like daTk. 

One eXening Yhen Vhe bWTUVing Ted 

DecembeT UWn dTaYU WR Vhe UheeV 

and Renn[-maUkU iVU e[e VQ [ield 

Vhe UVaT-UnQYed fieldU Qf Uk[. 

He Yill cQme, Yill cQme, 

Yill cQme like cT[ing in Vhe nighV, 

like blQQd, like bTeaking, 

aU Vhe eaTVh YTiVheU VQ VQUU him fTee. 

He Yill cQme like child. 
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FURP Whe DeVN Rf  
  Pastor Jody BeƩen 
 
 
 
 
 
“Happy New Year!” 
 
I know it seems weird to say that at this Ɵme of year. There 
are so many other things going on; Thanksgiving, Bazaar,  
FesƟval of Trees, Advent Sundays, Christmas decoraƟng, 
cookie baking, shopping and giŌ wrapping, partying…  
please don’t make me think of another thing! 
 
The Church Year Seasons, or what some call the ChrisƟan year, is a reorienƟng of our aƩenƟon.  
 
We begin with Advent, the season before Christmas. It’s a season of preparing, of watching 
and waiƟng in anƟcipaƟon. Our preparing for Christmas involves puƫng the acƟviƟes of the 
season in a certain perspecƟve. 
 
We long, like the ancients did, for a Messiah to come and save us о to save us from despair and 
boredom, from franƟc searching and paralysis, from our own ego and selfishness. This One  
comes to show us a way of life filled with meaning and mercy and freedom and love and all the 
things that help us thrive as people on a spiritual journey connected with our universe.  
  
We journey in preparaƟon with those who went to Bethlehem.  
 

We follow the creatures who provide the resources for life and livelihood, who remind 
humanity of interconnecƟon and dependence.  
 
We follow the shepherds, outcasts of the world, those who live on the edge and who 
first know the real significance of the baby.  
 
We follow the Holy Family, a bit trepidaƟous wondering what God’s plan is for them.  
 
We follow the angels with a message of hope and joy.  
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2022 - A YeaU LQ ReYLeZ 
The Annual Report 

 
 
With ϮϬϮϮ coming to a close, we enter a Ɵme of reflecƟon, individually and as a congregaƟon. 
We remember what have done, celebrate the good things, and imagine where we are going in 
the new year. Our annual reports will be a record of our achievements and goals. 
  
We encourage everyone - teams, commiƩees, financial managers, officers, to parƟcipate in 
this process. Submission deadline is January ϴ. Send to EditorΛuccCharloƩe.org. 
  
As you write your report, please consider how your group acƟvity is a reflecƟon of our values: 
“Love in AcƟon: Inclusion, Outreach, CreaƟvity, Diversity, Community, EducaƟon͟ and fit  
within our pillars, Unity ;Build RelaƟonshipsͿ, Growth ;Embrace ChangeͿ, Healing ;Embody 
GraceͿ, Outreach ;Inspire Love in AcƟonͿ, and Sustainability ;Plan for the FutureͿ. 

 
 

We follow the star like the Wise Ones, the outsiders who bring giŌs and then  
are rerouted.  

 
As we are reminded of the meaning of the season, our acƟviƟes take on new significance.  
 

Planning for giŌs gives us pause regarding the special nature of the one we are  
buying for.  
 
Preparing for a party reminds us to bring joy into our lives whenever we can.  
 
The luxury of shopping for what we need and more may encourage us to remember 
those whose income provides no cushion even for basics.  
 
DecoraƟng with lights and creaƟvity brings delight and happiness into a world that 
can be drab and feel trite. 

 
As we journey to Bethlehem, possibility beckons о to see God’s dream for us and our world 
with fresh eyes and hearts. We will arrive at the manger where a vulnerable baby shows us 
the way. We see how mysƟcal and magical and brilliant and wonder-filled this world is that 
we live in as people of God. Our preparaƟons fill us with hope, faith, joy, peace and love 
which we can bring to the world.  
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 A Blue Christmas  
Jody BeƩen 
 
The holiday season is a sad Ɵme for many. Loss of loved ones, divorce, illness, joblessness are 
a few of the many factors that make it difficult to be jolly when others are joyful. 
 
First CongregaƟonal United Church of Christ will be holding a Blue Christmas service on  
December ϭϭ at ϰ pm.  
  
A Blue Christmas service is a Ɵme of worship, of 
coming into God’s presence together, when it’s 
okay to not be happy. It is a more quiet and  
reflecƟve service where introspecƟon and even 
tears are okay. Feelings of sadness and pain, grief 
and doubt can be expressed in a safe place. During 
this service, there will be in scripture and liturgy 
and prayer, moments of quiet for reflecƟon; many 
reminders that God is within us and among us 
even when we are not experiencing what seems to 
be the normal joy of those around us.  

 
This service of 
reflecƟon and healing and acceptance will take place on 
Sunday, December ϭϭ at ϰpm in the Lounge. All are welͲ
come to aƩend. Come as you are, no expectaƟons. The serͲ
vice will also be live streamed for those who can’t come 
out; and will be recorded for watching at a later Ɵme when 
it feels appropriate.  
 
If you have quesƟons about this service or what to  
expect, please feel free to talk with Pastor Jody at  
PastorΛuccCharloƩe.org 
 
We don’t know who needs to know about this service, so 
we are asking that if you use Facebook, would you simply 

share from the Church Facebook page to your page in a gentle, non-confrontaƟonal,  
quiet way? 

We dŽŶ͛ƚ kŶŽǁ ǁhŽ ŶeedƐ  
ƚŽ kŶŽǁ abŽƵƚ ƚhiƐ Ɛeƌǀice͕  
ƐŽ ǁe aƌe aƐkiŶg ƚhaƚ fƌieŶdƐ 
ǁhŽ ƵƐe FacebŽŽk ƐimƉlǇ 
Ɛhaƌe fƌŽm ƚhe ChƵƌch  
FacebŽŽk Ɖage ƚŽ ǇŽƵƌ Ɖage iŶ 
a geŶƚle͕ ŶŽŶ-cŽŶfƌŽŶƚaƟŽŶal 
ƋƵieƚ ǁaǇ͘ 
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Advent  

12/4   2nd Sunday of Advent  
 Mary will be our guide. Faith will be our theme. 

 

12/11  ϯrd  Sunday of Advent  
 Joseph will be our guide. Joy with be our theme. Reverend Daniel Plasman will be preaching. 
 

12/11 Blue Christmas Service о  
 At ϰ:ϬϬ pm in the Lounge we will gather for reflecƟon and meditaƟon. Included will be quiet 
 music, contemplaƟon, candle lighƟng, and prayers for loved ones or concerns. 
 

12/18  Family Christmas Pageant  
 During this Sunday service, we will remember the story of those who were present on that first 
 Christmas in a way that people of all ages can enjoy. We will reflect, learn, and celebrate the 
 true meaning of the birth of the baby in a manger. The Advent candle will be the candle of 
 peace. The shepherds will guide our way. 
 

12/24  Christmas Eve Service  
 At ϴ pm, this tradiƟonal service will include Christmas Carols, the Christmas story, reflecƟng 
 on the meaning of the season, choir anthems, and solos ending with candle lighƟng о passing 
 the light among the congregaƟon during the singing of Silent Night. The Advent candle theme 
 will be love. The angels will be our guides. 
 

C h ris tma s S ea s on  
 

12/25 Christmas Day Sunday Service 
 This ϭϬ am service will include lighƟng of the Christ Candle, singing Christmas  
 Carols, and celebraƟng the Christmas Story of Immanuel, God With Us. The baby 
 Jesus will guide us. Love will be our theme. 
 

1/1  2nd Sunday of Christmas   
  As we celebrate the turning over of new year, we will reflect on the significance of baby   
  Jesus, Immanuel, God With Us, as the one whose way guides our lives. Our theme is sustain
  ing love. 
 

1/8   First Sunday of Epiphany 
 To wrap up the Christmas story, the Wise Ones bringing precious giŌs will guide us to meet 
 Jesus the Child. They are the outsiders who can see what those who were close couldn’t see. 
 And, they were threatened for their awareness, so they went home by another way. When we 
 are threatened for our message of love, we need community and nourishment to sustain us. 
 We  will celebrate Holy Communion during the worship service. 
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The Tuesday Night Class 
Caryn Hansen with Curt ScoƩ and others 
 
 
The Tuesday night class, also known affecƟonately as “Curt ScoƩ’s Class,͟ enters year ϮϬϮϯ with 
a new goal: class broken into a series of ϲ-week subsecƟons - bite-sized morsels, as Curt calls 
them.  The current class, Actual Jesus, where Curt invites aƩendees to meet the Historical Jesus 
and ending December ϮϬ, will give way to a look at the first ϵϬ years, the early days of the 
Church ;see descripƟon belowͿ. 
 
The class which has the feel of a seminary class room, listening to speakers from around the 
world, runs about ϮϬ aƩendees with room for many more. 
 
“I have learned so much in his class,͟ Diane Hudson shared during coffee hour one week.   
 
When asked later to expand on that thought, she wrote, “I have always loved history, and CurtΖs 
class is history in glorious array. I have learned more from him than any  other history teacher, 
ever. Our group is faithful, and we always ΀learn΁ something obscure before we leave.͟  She 
went on to say that it’s a class for people who “are interested in Ancient history, religious  
history, and recent history … itΖs thought provoking and exciƟng.͟ 
 
As a follow up, Mary Kohmuench shares that, “Curt’s class has given me an appreciaƟon and 
understanding of how world history and key individuals have contributed to religion today.͟ 
 
From Running to RevelaƟon: the first ϵ0 years 
 
January ϯ  о February ϳ 
 
Tuesday Night Bible Study will explore what happened immediately following the execuƟon of 
Jesus by Roman order.  We’ll begin with Peter running as the cock crowed, and end with John 
banished to the Isle of Patmos. In between, sober people see the risen Jesus and are  
transformed. They create the first ChrisƟan wriƟngs.  
 
Besides persecuƟon, what did following Jesus mean to the first two generaƟons, within the conͲ
text of the Roman Empire?  How did they follow Jesus?  From Mary Magdalene waiƟng at the 
tomb to and the word was made flesh and dwelt among us, will be the topic for January,  
divided into ϲ, easily digesƟble slices.   
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The Holy PracƟce of Consistency:  
Pub Theology in 2022 

Adam Droscha 
 

 

Looking back on Pub Theology this year, I remember many 
things. I can remember new and interesƟng visitors, many good quesƟons and thoughƞul anͲ
swers, and several construcƟve and insighƞul conversaƟon topics. But what stands out to me 
the most is the consistency Ͷ the consistency of our effort, the consistency of our project. 
 

The project of Pub Theology is to find commonality through conversaƟon, and its end goal is 
peace with our neighbors. Spiritual enlightenment, divine revelaƟon, and commonality of belief 
are peripheral to the effort of peace making, or, rather, they’re secondary. Learning to  
understand, see, accept, and affirm one another in the name of God is why we gather and why 
we converse. 
 

But in this age of fast graƟficaƟon, instant downloads, and short tempers combined with quick 
retorts, the consistency of our effort is what I remember from the last year, and what I think 
really maƩers. We tend these days to want things fast, but listening to and learning about each 
other oŌen takes Ɵme and energy, especially if it’s someone we already know we  
disagree with. 
 

While members of First CongregaƟonal Church were the core of the Pub Theology gatherings, 
we sƟll saw many an outsider join, listen in on, and stumble upon our conversaƟons. Those are 
the folks we go out for, not to evangelize or convert them to our way of being church, but to 
show who we are and learn about them as well Ͷ to create the condiƟons  
under which we have the opportunity to hear each other and heal. 
  

We could also say that one of Pub Theology’s primary goals is novelty. We’re looking for the 
conversaƟon about God, spirituality, and faith that is uncommon and original Ͷ not heard 
nearby in other faith communiƟes. But the very act and event of Pub Theology, that consistent 
gathering and aƩempted lowering of barriers, is oŌen the novel factor in and of itself,  
especially in a Ɵme and culture where ignoring and avoiding each other is considered a soluƟon 
to disagreement and division. 
 

I don’t know that there was an especially unique theme or thread running through all our Pub 
Theology events. They all had special moments in their own ways. But the regular act of coming 
together, that consistent pracƟce of being around a table and listening to one another over 
drinks and food, was as important as any quesƟon, any answer, or the content of any  
conversaƟon.  
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The Next SEJ Book Read  
Social and Environmental JusƟce 
 
Improving best pracƟces is on the top of everyone’s minds as we enter the new year afresh.  To 
that end, Ramona Kime is commiƩed to providing book details at least a month - or more, prior 
to the book discussion starƟng to allow more Ɵme for ordering and reading. 
 
To that end, the next book on our list is ;with excerpts from the inside coverͿ:: 
 
I’m SƟll Here о 
Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness 
By AusƟn Channing Brown 
 
From the cover, “I’m SƟll Here is an illuminaƟng look at how white 
middle-class Evangelicalism has parƟcipated in an era of rising raͲ
cial hosƟlity, inviƟng the reader to confront apathy, recognize 
God’s ongoing work in the world, and discover how Blackness о if 
we let it о can save us all.͟  
 
“In a Ɵme when nearly all insƟtuƟons ;schools, churches,  
universiƟes, businesses: claim to value diversity in their mission  
statements, I’m SƟll Here is a powerful account of how and why 
our acƟons so oŌen fall short of our words.  AusƟn  
Channing-Brown writes in breathtaking detail about her journey 
to self-worth and the piƞalls that kill our aƩempts at racial jusƟce, 
in stories that bear witness to the complexity of America’s social 
fabric о from Black Cleveland neighborhoods to private schools in 
the middle-class suburbs, from prison walls to the boardrooms at 
majority-white organizaƟons.͟ 
 
Author’s background:  “AusƟn Channing Brown’s first encounter with a racialized America 
came at age seven, when she discovered her parents named her AusƟn to deceive future emͲ
ployers into thinking she was a white man.  Growing up in majority-white schools, organizaͲ
Ɵons, and churches, AusƟn writes, “I had to learn what it means to love Blackness, a journey 
that led to a lifeƟme spent navigaƟng America’s racial divide as a writer, a speaker, and an exͲ
pert helping organizaƟons pracƟce genuine inclusion.͟ 
 
Watch for details regarding the exact dates and place of the discussion in SƟll SƉeaking͕ the 
newsleƩer! 
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Films for Your Viewing Pleasure! 
Ramona Kime 

 
The Social and Environmental JusƟce ;SEJͿ movie series is taking a break in December and  
January, but if you sƟll want to watch some good films, here are four possibiliƟes for you, 
found on Neƞlix and Amazon Prime Video.   
 
The Prom (2020) 
 

A troupe of fun, self-obsessed theater stars swarm into a small conservaͲ
Ɵve Indiana town in support of a high school girl who wants to take her girlfriend to the prom.  
It features a star-studded cast, including Meryl Streep, James Corden and Nicole  
Kidman. Available on Neƞlix 
 
Dumplin’ (201ϴ)  
 

A heartwarming story about a plus-size teenage daughter of a former 
beauty queen ;Jennifer AnistonͿ who signs up for her mom’s Miss Teen 
Bluebonnet pageant as a protest. Other contestants follow in her footsteps, revoluƟonizing the 
pageant and their small Texas town.  The young woman ulƟmately calls on her drag queen 
friends to prepare her for the pageant.  Available on Neƞlix 
 
Legacy (2021) 
 

This brilliant and highly rated documentary on climate change showsͶ
through amazing photographyͶthe changes that are happening to the 
earth.  The phtographerͬdirector reveals a suffering planet and the ecological damage caused 
by humans, but ulƟmately invites us to reconcile with nature and proposes several soluƟons.   
Available for free on Amazon Prime Video 
 
Mission: Joy—Finding Happiness in Troubling Times (2022) 
 
This beauƟful, heartwarming, and joyful film explores the remarkable friendship between  
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and His Holiness the Dalai Lama.  It consists largely of never- 
before-seen footage shot over ϱ days at the Dalai Lama’s residence in Dharamsala.   
 
Inspired by New York Times bestseller “The Book of Joy: LasƟng Happiness in a Changing 
World͟, it is especially significant because this is the last Ɵme the two friends will see each  
other.  The Archbishop Desmond Tutu passed away on Dec. Ϯϲ, ϮϬϮϭ.  Available to rentͬbuy 
;from Ψϯ.ϵϵͿ on Amazon Prime Video 
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VROXQWeeU SSRWOLghW 
Amy Frost, an InspiraƟon 
Caryn Hansen 

 

 
 

I have one life and one chance to make it count for something... My faith demands that 
I do whatever I can, wherever I am, whenever I can, for as long as I can with whatever I 
have to try to make a difference.  о Jimmy Carter 
 

Amy Frost’s earliest and biggest influencer in loving through acƟon was her father who  
volunteered throughout his life, in church, city government, services clubs, schools boards.  But 
it is Jimmy Carter’s words that have become her measure:  “… where I am, whenever I can, for 
as long as I can… I have to try to make a difference.͟ 
 

On her way to work, she calls congressmen. In addiƟon to being president of the Church CounͲ
cil, she serves on Mission Team, CommunicaƟons CommiƩee, Social and Environmental JusƟce 
CommiƩee, and the Commons CommiƩee. She also has seasonal projects: in the Summer, our 
Children’s Reading program; in the winter, FesƟval of Trees to raise money for winter boots.   
 

“I love Christmas!” her whole face lights up as she says this. 
 

Amy started aƩending First CongregaƟonal United Church of Christ ϭϯ years ago when she and 
David started daƟng. She became a member soon aŌer.  Twelve years ago, the FesƟval of Trees 
was started by Kate Jones. Amy started helping that very first year.  When Kate stepped back a 
few years later, Amy naturally took over.  Under Kate, the fundraiser porƟon of the fesƟval was 
intended to raise money for the church.  Under Amy’s vision, focus changed so that the fundͲ
raiser became a donaƟon to the Eaton Clothing and Furniture Center’s Winter Boot drive.  
 

One Candle Lights Another - Amy’s candle warms a village 
 

This year, the fesƟval raised ΨϮϴϬϴ for the boot drive.  
 

Any big project brings in a lot of helpers, volunteers.  Amy’s annual vision is contagious,  
inspiring many to assist.  This year, church and community contributors to the fesƟval include 
the Eaton County Journal Staff, Friends of Chrystal, Boy Scout Troop ϰϱ,  Michigan Nordic Fire 
Fest, Katy Shumaker, Blanche Moyer Circle, Jeanne Hudson, Audrey Kepler, Jan Shall, Mary  
Normand, Cindy Russell, Carole Brown, Peggy Heinze, Barb Rhodes, Larry Taylor, Cindy  
Southworth, Cindy Wilbur, Dan Plasman, Carol Ranville, Ramona Kime, Arcadia Porter, Shawn 
Porter, Sharon Oatman, Sylvia BiƩner, Diane Sowle, Deanna Rendel, Chris Reist Rush, the UCC 
Social and Environmental JusƟce Team, the Missions Team, Cooper Frost, Mary Roessler. In 
addiƟon, MaƩ Slot provided the online aucƟon support and Cooper Frost organized the QR 
codes.  Our community is blessed to have so many caring and creaƟve people.  Thank you, All. 
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 Puƫng Good Things Out Into the World 

Annie Dodds ReƟres 

AŌer ϯϰ years of employment with Big Boy Restaurant in 
CharloƩe, Annie Dodds reƟred on November ϭϭ, ϮϬϮϮ.   
 

Skilled in the art of cross sƟtch, Annie looks forward to 
using her extra Ɵme to create quilts with her parents, 
Dale and Jan. Annie cross sƟtches and Ɵes them, Dale 
and Jan sew them. Well done, Annie! 

Cooper Frost -  Making Waves 

aGraduates from university. a Moves back to home town. a Buys 
childhood home. a Gets job with a global company. aWins  
disƟnguished award for work in the community.  aWins presƟgious 
performance award from employer for which he travels to the other 
side of the world to receive. 
 

During the first week in November, Cooper Frost was noƟceably  
absent from acƟvity at FCUCC. When he resurfaced, he had amazing 
pictures from Bali and stories of riding a bamboo bicycle in the  
Philippines.  His employer, Western Digital, chose Bali for a corporate 
meeƟng and acknowledged Cooper’s innovaƟve work with a special 
award.  Kudos to Cooper! 

Adam Slot, Our Buddy 

During the month of November, while some of us found ourͲ
selves snowed in, Adam Slot was wowing audiences at CharͲ
loƩe Performing Arts Center ;CPACͿ with a truly stellar perforͲ
mance in the Ɵtle role for the musical Elf ;Buddy, the ElfͿ. 
 

A talented entertainer, Adam also loves performing his  
trumpetͬcornet in the CHS’s Symphony Band, Jazz Band and 
Marching Band. He is also a member of the CharloƩe  
Community Band. He enjoys singing and playing the piano, 

violin, and guitar. Adam’s other interests include reading, wriƟng and composing. Adam one 
day aspires to be a professional conductorͬdirector and composer.  
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Pastor Search CommiƩee for  
First CongregaƟonal United Church of Christ 
 
Sunday, November Ϯϳ, was the first Sunday of Advent heralding our season of Hope. 

In keeping with Hope, as part of the service, we held a commissioning service for our new  
Pastoral Search CommiƩee.  We are grateful for these people who have been nominated by the 
congregaƟon and agreed to serve. 
 

Ron Field  Amy Frost  Cooper Frost  
Diane Hudson  Bill Oatman  Todd Rockhill  
Jeannine ScoƩ  MaƩ Slot  Bren Wood 

 
Watch for updates of their work in the SƟll Speaking NewsleƩer. And, please keep them in your 
prayers as they take on this important ministry.  
 
 

Membership Class 
 
Have you been considering joining First CongregaƟonal United Church of Christ? 
 
We’ve heard you!  Several of you have asked about becoming a member; or for more  
informaƟon about what membership involves. According to the Bylaws, “Membership in this 
Church shall be open to any person who desires to lead a ChrisƟan life.͟ Or, what we like to say, 
“no maƩer who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you’re welcome here!͟ 
 
On January ϮϮ, aŌer the Sunday morning worship service there will be a luncheon where all 
your quesƟons can be answered and more informaƟon about the process will be shared. There 
is no obligaƟon if you aƩend. It’s simply a Ɵme to find out more. Please plan to aƩend.  
 
If you have more quesƟons, please talk to Pastor Jody ;pastorΛuccCharloƩe.orgͿ  
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Mission Moment 
Mary Normand, Chair 

 
 
Winter Coat Project: This is ongoing.  ϲϮ coats have been purchased so 
far.  ΨϵϮϬ has been collected for addiƟonal purchases plus Meijer has 
given us a ΨϯϬϬ giŌ card to purchase coats.  The coats are divided beͲ
tween SIRENͬEaton and Eaton Clothing and Furniture Center. Thank you 
to everyone who has contributed so far and to Meijer for their generous 

giŌ card. On Black Friday, the Yerkes were able to buy one, get Ϯ free at Meijer. Along with the 
Santa bucks and the special deal, they were able to purchase coats at a significant discount. 
 
Health kits have been completed.  Bill Yerkes talked with agencies who help the homeless as 
well as an individual who was homeless at one Ɵme and put together the kits based on the  
informaƟon they gave. AŌer donaƟons, the Mission Board purchased ϳϮ kits and distributed Ϯϰ 
kits each to Housing Services, SIRENͬEaton, and ECFC.  The kits consisted of the following: 
comb, toothbrush and toothpaste, razor, deodorant soap, nail clippers, emery board, shower 
cap, Kleenex, shampoo, anƟbioƟc woodsman wipes that could be used if clean water is not 
available, and a zip loc sandwich bag that could be used for items that may be used again like 
the soap. 
 
We have adopted ϯ families for this Christmas.  Check the credenza downstairs for items sƟll 
needed for purchase. 
 
The Giving Tree for December is warm winter hats, miƩens and gloves. They can be leŌ in the 
Bess Fulton Room or in the liƩle alcove in the annex around the corner from the mailboxes. 
 
United in Love is a new project of the Michigan UCC Conference that partners with a company 
called RIP Medical Debt out of New York. As the name implies, the company’s sole purpose is 
to eliminate medical debt. The Michigan Conference acquired Ψϰ million in Michigan medical 
debt that can be wiped out at ϭϬϬ:ϭ raƟo which means that for every Ψϭ donated ΨϭϬϬ in  
medical debt is eliminated. The Mission Board is donaƟng ΨϭϬϬϬ toward this project and will 
be challenging the congregaƟon to match it. It will be our Giving Tree for January and FebruͲ
ary.  We are hoping to complete this by March Ϯϲ.  Please watch for more informaƟon. 
 
Wishing all of you a most Blessed Christmas and New Year. 
 
Stay Tuned 
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What If 
By Marchae Grair 

Director of Public RelaƟons and Outreach  
at the Unitarian Universalist AssociaƟon  

 
Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. ʹ Psalm 124:ϴ (NIV) 
 

What if MarƟn didn’t stand up? 
What if Rosa didn’t sit down? … 
What if Maya didn’t speak out? 
What if Langston Hughes didn’t write it down? 

 

In India Arie’s song “What If,͟ she asks what would have happened if Black change-makers 
wouldn’t have sought liberaƟon. I love how the chorus connects this curiosity with a call to 
present-day acƟon. 
 

We are the ones we’ve been waiƟng for 
We can change the world 
Our love can change the world 

 

In our current poliƟcal climate, I witness people searching for the next change-makers who 
will save us all. I even find myself reading and scrolling through Facebook trying to idenƟfy the 
next great hero instead of wondering what kind of hero lives in me. 
 

Advent is a Ɵme when we think about the coming of Christ and the promise that this arrival 
brings. WaiƟng is a key tenet of the liturgical season. 
 

But the danger of Advent is resigning to inacƟon as we wait. 
 

Some treat Advent as the Ɵme we wait for the one who will save us; however, Advent is the 
Ɵme we wait for the one who gives us the blueprint to save ourselves. 
 

We already know the ending to the story, and thankfully, Emmanuel will come to show us the 
way. The coming Christ will speak truth to power, even when it challenges those in power. The 
coming Christ will embrace those who would otherwise be discarded and disregarded. 
 

“God with us͟ is the compass. It is up to us to not let the promise of an eternal heaven distract 
us from our responsibility to strive for a collecƟve salvaƟon and liberaƟon on earth. 
 
Prayer 
 

What if I let my acƟons in the waiƟng honor the spirit of your coming? I can’t wait to find out 
the answer. Amen. 
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Leaders and Staff of the Church 

 

Council President  Amy Frost   FrostaΛpennfield.net 
ϯrd Thursday, ϲ:ϯϬ pm 

Vice President   Curt ScoƩ   CurƟsJScoƩΛhotmail.com 
Church Clerk   Barbara Anderson BarbaraFϱϱϰϯΛicloud.com 
Financial Secretary  Don Johnson  DonJohnsonϭϬϲΛmac.com 
Treasurer (Finance Team) Kathie Cook  crkfcookΛhotmail.com 
Endowment Team  Mike Fulton  mjfultonΛsbcglobal.net 
CongregaƟon At-Large  

RepresentaƟve  Mary Kohmuench MTheoharisΛgmail.com 
Buildings and Grounds  David Frost  BlackͺiceΛaƩ.net 
Business Team Leader  Bill Oatman   OatmanϳϬϭΛaƩ.net 
EducaƟon Team Leader  Judy Johnson  JohnsojΛameritech.net  

1VW SXQda\, 11:30 aP 
Mission Team Leader  Mary Normand  DavidNormandΛaƩ.net 

3Ud SXQda\, 11:30 aP  
Worship Team   Dennis Cates  DWCatesϱϱΛyahoo.com 

LaVW SXQda\, 11:30 aP 
 

Staff 
Minister   Pastor Jody BeƩen  PastorΛuccCharloƩe.org 
Director of Music  Ramona Kime   Ramona.KimeΛgmail.com 
Student Intern   Adam Droscha  AdaP.DURVcKa@gPaLO.cRP 
CommunicaƟons  Caryn Hansen   OfficeΛucccharloƩe.org 
Bookkeeper   Sher Brown   OfficeΛucccharloƩe.org 
Child Educator   Sarah Cook  SCookΛolivetcollege.edu 
Custodian    Rex Todd  OfficeΛucccharloƩe.org 

 

The ChanƟcleeƌ is the monthly newsleƩer distributed to members and friends of  
First CongregaƟonal United Church of Christ of CharloƩe.  We welcome most  
comments and arƟcles.   
 

Ediƚoƌ͗ Editor@ucccharloƩe.org 
ChanƟcleer monthly deadline is the 1ϴth to inform us of intended arƟcles.  
All arƟcles are due on the 2ϱth.  
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When We Come Together . . . 
 

Sunday Worship: ϭϬ am In Person, on Facebook,comͬuccϰϴϴϭϯ. and website ucccharloƩe.org 

Faith Groups 
Adult Bible Study  Sundays, ϴ:ϭϱ am, AnnexͬLMR  Dale Dodds   
       vddϲΛaƩ.net, Sundays, ϴ:ϭϱ am 
ContemplaƟon,  Sundays, ϳ:ϯϬ am , ϴ am, ϴ:ϯϬ am  Adam Droscha  
MeditaƟon, Prayer     Adam.DroschaΛgmail.com 
Godly Play (Children) Sundays, ϭϬ:ϭϬ am, ChurchͬFloor Ϯ  Sarah Cook 
       scookΛolivetcollege.edu 
Prayer Group   ϭst and ϯrd Thurs, ϭϬ:ϯϬ am  Sandra Field  
       yourstrulycollecƟonΛhotmail.com  
Prayer Shawls   ϭst Θ ϯrd Saturdays, ϵ am, Lounge   Amy Krizek   
       MomͺKrizekΛhotmail.com,   
         
Pub Theology   Ϯnd Θ ϰth Thursday, ϳ pm, Riedy’s  Adam Droscha 
       Adam.DroschaΛgmail.com  
Tuesday Night Study  Tuesdays, ϲ:ϯϬ pm, Annex   Curt ScoƩ   
       curƟsjscoƩΛhotmail.com  

Music 
Senior Choir   Wednesdays, ϳpm, Lounge,   Ramona Kime 
   SeptemberͶMay   Ramona.KimeΛgmail.com 
 

CommiƩees and Groups 
Art CommiƩee  Mondays, ϭ pm, once a month  Sandra Field  
       yourstrulycollecƟonΛhotmail.com 
Blanche Moyer  Ϯnd Monday, ϲ:ϯϬ pm   Judi Cates  
       JudithCatesϲϴΛgmail.com   
Care CommiƩee  ϭst Wednesday, ϭϬ am   Pam Rinckey   
       rinckeyϭΛhotmail.com 
Commons Comm. Times Vary    MaƩ Slot    
       MaƩSlotΛgmail.com 
CommunicaƟons  ϯrd Monday, ϲ:ϯϬ pm, Annexͬsmr  MaƩ Slot   
Personnel CommiƩee As needed    Terry Davis   
       tdavisΛmsu.edu 
Social and Environmental  
JusƟce CommiƩee    Ϯnd Sunday, ϭϭ:ϯϬ am   Ramona Kime  
       Ramona.KimeΛgmail.com 
Women’s Group As needed   Mary Normand, DavidNormandΛaƩ.net 
       Rachel HarviƩ, rrharvϰϵϱϯΛgmail.com 
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THE CHANTICLEER 
First CongregaƟonal United Church of Christ – 
ϱ1ϳ.ϱϰϯ.1ϯ10 
10ϲ South Bostwick - CharloƩe, MI   ϰϴϴ1ϯ   
office@uccCharloƩe.org  www.ucccharloƩe.org 

Office Hours  
Tues - Wed & Fri ϵam - 2pm  
ϱ1ϳ ϱϰϯ 1ϯ10 
Worship Service 10 am 
Sunday In Person,  
Facebook & YouTube 

Some of the special days celebrated in December: 
 
 
December ϭ о World AIDS Day 
December ϯ о Make a GiŌ Day 
December ϭϳ о NaƟonal Ugly Sweater Day 
December ϭϴ to December Ϯϲ оHanukkah  
December Ϯϭ о Winter SolsƟce 
December Ϯϰ о Christmas Eve 
December Ϯϱ о Christmas 
December Ϯϲ to January ϭ о Kwanzaa 
 
 
 


